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Introducing The IPCR Spring 2007
“Building Caring Communities’ Questionnaire
60 Questions Included In This Issue

Organizations and communities of people often use questionnaires and surveys to identify
problems and resources, and to build consensus for collective action. This Spring 2007 issue of
The IPCR Journa/Newdetter features The IPCR Spring 2007 “Building Caring Communities”
Questionnaire (see p. 11-26). This issue of The IPCR Journal/Newsletter (and therefore the
guestionnaire) is being distributed asfollows: 1) 40 copies are being sent directly by post mail to
specific individuals and organizations 2) information about this Spring 2007 issue in general,
with emphasis on the “Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire, has been posted on the
discussion forums of 10 relevant websites on the Internet. The discussion forum posts include
notice that thisissue is available (free)(by way of e-mail attachment or post mail) to anyone who
would like to request it. For more details on how questionnaires like these can help build caring
communities, see p. 11.

In the context of this issue of The IPCR Journal/Newsletter, these 60 questions are offered as
examples of what could be created with contributions from many people, as a way of sharing
understandings and insights | believe will be useful to others, and as a real questionnaire being
administered as a way of seeking—and creating—useful information. Readers may thus be
assured that even if only 5 responses are received—and even if only some of the questions are
answered (it is unlikely that any respondents will answer al the questions); al the responses
received will be compiled and organized, a summary and conclusions will be formulated, and the
resulting document will be made accessible in 5 months time from June 15, 2007. [For more
information on how to respond to this questionnaire, and how to request the results in document
form (“The IPCR Spring 2007 Building Caring Communities Questionnaire:  Responses,
Summary and Conclusions’), seep. 11.]

The Contributions The IPCR Initiative Hopes To Make

This effort to develop The IPCR Concept “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities’
is part of the work of The Interfaith Peacebuilding and Community Revitalization (IPCR)
Initiative. The IPCR Initiative defines “caring communities’ as “communities with residents
who are aware of the depth and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best to
take actions which will have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the
IPCR Mission Statement goals (see p. 10), and on other related fields of activity (see p. 32).”
Other sections of thisissue [see “The Need for An IPCR Initiative” (p. 3), “An Assessment of the
Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times” (p. 5), and “The IPCR Mission Statement” (p. 10)] will
provide more details relating to the challenges perceived, and the contributions The IPCR
Initiative hopes to make.

The Websitefor The | PCR Initiative

Note: The website for The IPCR Initiative is located at www.ipcri.net. While the IPCR website
does provide much useful information (including descriptions of six of The Eight IPCR
Concepts), there are many recently created documents and already outlined modifications which
have not yet been incorporated into the website.



Letter From The Editor

This Spring 2007 issue of The IPCR Journal/Newsletter gives special attention to the potential of
“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities.”

Organizations and communities of people often use questionnaires and surveys to identify
problems and resources, and to build consensus for collective action. The complexity associated
with building bridges and increasing collaboration between diverse communities of people, the
urgent need for resolutions to a significant number of critical issues in the near future—and the
seemingly chronic nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggests a need for problem
solving on a scale most of us have never known before. The questionnaire included in this issue
(see p. 11-26) is bringing forward questions which, | believe, need to be asked so that communities
can both understand the depth and range of the challenges of our times, and respond with
appropriate compassion, skill, and urgency. The challenges ahead are serious and wide-ranging
(see p. 5-9); however, it is also true that at no other time in history has so many resources been
accessible to so many people (see p. 30-32). Thereis much that can be done to generate goodwill
and promote peace that has not yet been done. Hopefully, readers of this issue will arrive at a
greater appreciation for “how much more” can be done; and feel a greater willingness to become
involved—or to further their involvement—in peacebuilding, community revitalization, and
ecologically sustainability effortsin their local community and region.

Stefan Pasti, Editor
The IPCR Journal/Newsl etter
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The Need for an | PCR Initiative

(A Comprehensive Community-Building Response
to the Challenges of Our Times)

Consider:  the increasing world population, and the increasing number of people who are
consuming material goods and ecological services indiscriminately. From the viewpoint of
ecological footprint analysis, “ sustainability requires living within the regenerative and absorptive
capacity of the planet.” Ecological footprint analyses have been made which suggest that if
everyone in the world had an ecological footprint like the average North American, we would
need at least 2 more Earths (for source reference, see p. 6). Thereis aso growing evidence that we
are near or at peak production of our finite supplies of oil—meaning that soon there will be less
and less qil available (seep. 7).

We should also be aware of the following difficulties:

1) “cultures’ of violence, greed, corruption, and overindulgence which have become so common
that many of us accept such as inevitable

2) conflicts arising from “what are perceived as irreconcilable differences’ among religious,
spiritual, and moral traditions resulting in many, many people who are so disaffected,
discouraged, and aienated by religious, spiritual and moral traditions that the real treasured
wisdom of such traditions remains mostly hidden

3) any shortages of goodwill in times of unprecedented transition could tilt already precarious
systems into further disarray—and thus erode established systems in even the most stable
communities and regions and

4) sorting out what are real challenges and what are sound and practical solutions is becoming
more and more difficult, as there is now, in many parts of the world, a multitude of ideas of all
kinds coming to the fore in personal, family, community, and cultural life—all at the sametime.

Furthermore, in a world where the goals of reducing the incidence of violence, establishing
community life and cultural traditions associated with ecological sustainability, and providing
emergency assistance to people with basic human needs all depend on building trust... we—
collectively—are creating more and more “urban agglomerations’ (cities with a population of
more than 1 million people)(see p. 7), which require more and more complex and energy intensive
infrastructures... and where it is more and more difficult to trace the consequences of our
individuals investments of time, energy, and money. (see p. 28-29)

The IPCR Initiative is aware of an urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration
between diverse communities of people; both as a response to the implications of ecologica
footprint analysis, climate change, and the “peaking” of our finite supplies of oil—and to be
proactive about individua spiritual formation, interfaith peacebuilding, and the creation of
ecologically sustainable communities. The IPCR Initiative understands that the complexity
associated with building bridges and increasing collaboration between diverse communities of
people, the urgent need for resolutions to a significant number of critical issues in the near
future—and the seemingly chronic nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggests a
need for problem solving on a scale most of us have never known before. The IPCR Initiative
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believes that the nature of the “Culture Change” necessary to overcome the challenges of our
times will require fully utilizing al the knowledge, tools, and resources accessible to us for the
highest good possible in every area of capacity building (physical, ecological, medical, spiritual,
educational, social, economic, technical, political, etc). The IPCR Initiative is approaching the
above mentioned needs for community and regional problem solving and capacity building by
providing practical assistance to people working in the fields of activity described by the IPCR
Mission Statement goals (see p. 10), and people working in the 105 fields of activity listed on
page 32. Specifically, the contributions the IPCR Initiative hopes to make are as follows:

1) inspire, encourage, and support the creation of many local community specific and regional
specific variations of the “... Towards Higher Common Ground....” Survey—so that the actual
survey takes place in as many ways as possible (For more information about the “... Towards Higher
Common Ground...” Survey, see Question #14 on p. 18)

2) introduce The Eight IPCR Concepts through workshops offered at the local community level
[Thel PCR Mission Statement includes a listing of The Eight IPCR Concepts (see p. 10);
descriptions of six of The Eight IPCR Concepts are offered on The IPCR Website (see p. 1).
Readers may also request a 10 page paper (file or hardcopy) titled “Brief Descriptions of The Eight
IPCR Concepts’ (for moreinformation on making requestsfor resour ces, see p. 35)]

3) actively develop the concept of “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities’,
administer such questionnaires at the local community level, and then share compilations of the
responses (with summary and conclusions)

4) help to establish, and contribute to, local community points of entry acting as
“clearinghouses’, where residents can discover more about the countless number of “things
people can do in the everyday circumstances of their lives” which will contribute to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability in their own communities
and regions—and in other parts of the world

5) identify, develop, and create enough descriptions and examples of the 105 fields of activity
listed on p. 32

and generate enough regular feature material in categories such as local community and regional
good news, workshop and conference listings, committee reports, resource reviews, letters to the
editor, “community journal” postings, and links to other useful information and organizations

to justify monthly local community specific publications of an IPCR Journal/Newsl etter (or a
similar publication with a different name....)

6) and combine the resources created by “clearinghouses,” and “community newsletters’ to link
many associated efforts—such asthosein “A List of Related Fields of Activity” (see p. 32)—and
thus assist with outreach, partnership formation, consensus building and devel opment of service
capacity associated with a significant number of peacebuilding, community revitalization, and
ecological sustainability efforts, all at the same time.

The IPCR Initiative is providing this assistance as a result of believing that any community of
people, however small in numbers, who follow through on most or all of the practical assistance
described in the six steps mentioned above, will contribute a “multiplier effect” of a positive
nature on the goals listed in the IPCR Mission Statement (see p.10).
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Excerptsfrom sectionsin The IPCR Workshop Primer titled “ An Assessment
of the Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times’ and “ Related Statistics’

1) From Washington Post article “ Earth’s Sustainability Not Guaranteed....” (Shankar
Vedantam, March 30, 2005) and from the summary of the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, at www.greenfacts.org/en/ecosystems/index.htm#10

“...the most comprehensive analysis ever conducted on how the world's oceans, dry lands,
forests, and species interact and depend on one another—was made public March 30, 2005 by the
United Nations and by several private and public organizations.”

“The effort brought together 1,300 authors from 95 countries—including governments, civil
society groups, scientists from many universities and organizations, indigenous people, etc.—
over a4 year period, to examine the social, economic and environmental aspects of ecosystems.”
(from Washington Post article)

(Major Findings)

a) “Over the past 50 years, humans have changed ecosystems faster and more extensively thanin
any period in human history. This has been due largely to rapidly growing demands for food,
freshwater, timber, fiber, and fud!....”

b) “The changes made to ecosystems have contributed to substantial gains in human well being
and economic development, but these gains have been achieved at growing costs. These costs
include the degradation of many ecosystem services....”

c) “This degradation of ecosystem services could get significantly worse during the next 50
years...."

d) “Reversing the degradation of ecosystems while meeting increasing demands for their services
is a chalenge. This challenge can be partially met in the future under scenarious involving
significant changes to policies, institutions, and practices. However, these required actions will
have to be substantial when compared to the actions currently taken....” (from summary of the
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment at www.greenfacts.org/en/ecosystems/index/htm#10)
(Accessed June 9, 2007)

2) World Population

In 1804, the world population was 1 hillion.

In 1927, the world population was 2 billion (123 years | ater).

In 1960, the world population was 3 hillion (33 years |ater).

In 1974, the world population was 4 hillion (14 years |ater).

In 1987, the world population was 5 hillion (13 years |ater).

In 1999, the world population was 6 hillion (12 years |ater).

As of January 16, 2007 (23.39 GMT EST + 5), the world popul ation was estimated to be
6,570,255,064

(from www.infoplease.com at www.infoplease.com/ipa/ A0883352.html; and U.S. Bureau
of the Census POP Clock estimate at www.census.gov/cgi-bin/ipc/popclockw)
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(“... Assessment...” and “Related Statistics’, continued)
3) Ecological Footprint Analysis

“If just the present world population of 5.8 hillion people (analysis done in 1994) were to live at
current North American ecological standards (say 4.5 hal/person), a reasonable first
approximation of the total productive land requirement would be 26 billion ha (assuming present
technology). However, there are only just over 13 hillion ha of land on Earth, of which only 8.8
billion are ecologically productive cropland, pasture or forest (i.e. only 1.5 ha/person available at
best). In short, we would need an additional 2 planet Earths to accommodate the increased
ecological load of people dive today. If the population were to stabilize at between 10 and 11
billion sometime in the next century, 5 additional Earths would be needed, all else being equal—
and thisjust to maintain the present rate of ecological decline.”

(from “Revisiting Carrying Capacity: AreaBased Indicators of Sustainability” in subsection
“Appropriated Carrying Capacity and Ecologica Footprints’ by William Rees, see
www.dieoff.org/pagell0htm) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

4) Global Spending on Advertising, Worldwide, 2002
“Global spending on advertising reached $444 hillion in 2002.”

(from “Online Features/Vital Signs Facts/Advertising Targetsthe Young” section of the
Worldwatch Institute website, see http://www.worldwatch.org/node/84) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

5) Global Consumer Class, 2004

“By virtually any measure—household expenditures, number of consumers, extraction of raw
material s—consumption of goods and services has risen steadily in industrial nations for decades,
and it is growing rapidly in many developing countries.”

“By one calculation, there are now more than 1.7 billion members of ‘the consumer class —
nearly half of them in the developing world. A lifestyle and culture that became common in
Europe, North America, Japan, and afew other pockets of the world in the twentieth century is
going global in the twenty-first.”

(from the “Online Features/Consumption/State of Consumption: Trends and Facts’ section of the
Worldwatch Institute website at http://www.worldwatch.org/node/810) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

6) Fromthe website of UN Habitat—United Nations Human Settlements Programme—
at http://www.unhabitat.org (from “Media Centre/Press Kits’ section)

a) from*“State of the World's Cities 2004-5" (foreward) (by Kofi A. Annan, UN Sec-Gen.)
(at http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/media_centre/sowc/sgforeward.pdf)
(Accessed June 16, 2007)

“Many cities face pervasive and persistent problems, including growing poverty, deepening
inequality and polarization, widespread corruption at the local level, high rates of urban crime and
violence, and deteriorating living conditions.”
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(... Assessment...” and “Related Statistics’, continued)

7) Percent of World Population Living in Urban Areas

“In 1800, only 3% of the world' s population lived in urban areas.”

“In 1900, almost 14% of the world’' s population lived in urban areas.”

“In 1950, 30% of the world' s population lived in urban areas. 83 cities had 1 million or
more inhabitants.”

“In 2000, about 47% of the world's population lived in urban areas. 411 cities had
1 million or more inhabitants.”

(from website of Population Reference Bureau-- see
http://www.prb.org/Educators/ T eachersGui des’HumanPopul ation/Urbani zati on.aspx)
(see paragraphs one and two) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

8) Fromthe “ Hirsch Report” [“The Peaking of World Oil Production: Impacts, Mitigation and
Risk Management”—Project Leader: Robert L. Hirsch (SAIC) Commissioned by the
Department of Energy, and dated February, 2005] [Accessible at the website of Congressman
Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD)(USA) at www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates | (see “ Summary and
Concluding Remarks’ and Executive Summary”) (p. 4 and p. 64) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

“Over the past century the development of the U.S. economy and lifestyle has been
fundamentally shaped by the availability of abundant, low-cost ail....The peaking of world ail
production presents the U.S. and the world with an unprecedented risk management problem....
The world has never faced a problem like this.... As peaking is approached, liquid fuel prices
and price volatility will increase dramatically, and, without timely mitigation, the economic,
social, and political costs will be unprecedented.”

Especially recommended as starting points towards peak oil awareness are the “Peak Oil Primer”
section of EnergyBulletin.net at www.energybulletin.net/primer.php and the article “Unleashing
Abundance as a Community Response to Peak Oil: Designing Energy Descent Pathways’ by Rob
Hopkins, at http://permacultureactivist.net/articlesEnergyDescent.htm  (Accessed June 9, 2007)

9) Number of Vehicles, Worldwide

“In 1900, only 4,192 passenger cars were in existence (there were no trucks, buses, etc.)”

“In 1968, there were 169,994,128 passenger carsin the world, and 46,614,342 trucks and
buses—for atotal worldwide, of 216,608,470 motor vehicles.”

“In 1996, there were 485,954,000 cars registered worldwide, and 185,404,000 trucks and
buses—for atotal, worldwide, of 671,358,000 motor vehicles.”

[from Glenn Elert’ s webpage “Number of Cars’—(statistics attributed to various sources) at
http://hypertextbook.com/facts’2001/M arinaStasenko.shtml) (Accessed June 9, 2007)
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(... Assessment...” and “Related Statistics’, continued)

10) Fromthe“World Report on Violence and Health” (World Health Organization
Geneva 2002) in Chapter 9 “The Way Forward: Recommendations for Action” p. 254
(at http://whglibdoc.who.int/hg/2002/9241545615.pdf) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

“The global drugs trade and the global arms trade are integral to violence in both developing and
industrialized countries. Even modest progress on either front will contribute to reducing the
amount and degree of violence suffered by millions of people. To date, however—and despite
their high profile in the world arena—no solutions seem to be in sight for these problems.”

11) Small Arms Satistics, 2003

“There are at least 639 million firearms in the world today, of which 59% are legally held by
citizens.”

“At least 1,134 companies in 98 countries worldwide are involved in some aspect of the
production of small arms and/or ammunition.”

(from the “Publications/Y earbook” section of the Small Arms Survey website, in the subsection
“About the Small Arms Survey 2003, see
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/sas/publications/year b _pdf/2003/2003SAS _press-
release yb03_en.pdf) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

12) Worldwide Military Expenditures, 1996-2005

“According to an estimate by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, world
military expenditures for the years 1996-2005 totaled 8.327 trillion dollars ($8,327,000,000,000)
(8,327 billion dallars).

(from “Table on World and Regional Military Expenditures 1988-2005" in “ Sipri Dataon
Military Expenditure” section of Stockholm International Peace Research Institute website
(see http://www.si pri.org/contents/mil ap/milex/mex_wnr_table.html) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

13) Number of Deaths Attributed to Hunger and Poor Sanitation (in the years 1950-2000)

“An estimated 17% (8,549,000 people) of all deaths in the world in 1990 were due to
malnutrition, unsafe water, and (poor) sanitation. If that 17% were applied to the years (1950-
2000) (then we may conclude that) more than 418,000,000 (over 400 million) people have died of
hunger and poor sanitation in the (50 years from 1950-2000)...."

[in“A Program to End World Hunger: Hunger 2000—Tenth Annual Report of the State of
World Hunger” Bread for the World Institute, see http://www.bread.org/learn/hunger-
reports’hunger-report-pdfs/hunger-report-2000/introduction.pdf) (in Introduction, p. 4)
(excerpt quoted from “ The Globa Burden of Disease: Summary” by Christopher Murray
and Alan D. Lopez, eds.)] (Accessed June 16, 2007)
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(“... Assessment...” and “Related Statistics’, continued)

14) Fromessay “ Embody Peace” (by Dr. Hizkias Assefa) in “ The Handbook of
International Peacebuilding: Into the Eye of the Storm” (John Paul Lederach, ed.)
Jossey-Bass, San Francisco 2002

From Lesson 3-- “When we attempt to build peace without being embodiments of peace
ourselves, we inflict violence without even knowing we are doing so. That might be why we
professionals have not been very successful in our peacebuilding efforts, especially when it
comes to going beyond stopping war and transforming relationships and society.”

15) From* Sathya Sai Speaks’ (Discourses by Sri Sathya Sai Baba) Volume 8, Chapter 21,
p. 108 (Discourse given May 18, 1968) Sri Sathya Sai Books and Publications Trust
Prasanthi Nilayam, India 2000

“The mariner uses his compass to guide him aright amidst the dark storm clouds and raging
waves. When Man is overwhelmed by the dark clouds of despair and the raging confusion of
irrepressible desires, he too, has a compass which will point to him the direction he has to take.
That compassis a Society that is dedicated to the propagation of Spiritual Discipline.”

16) From* Permaculture and Energy” (by David Holmgren, co-creator of the
“permaculture” concept) [article first written in 1990, published in “Permaculture
Activigt” Issue #31 May, 1994 (see subsection titled “Mollison™)
at http://permacul tureactivist.net/Holmgren/holmgren.htm] (Accessed June 9, 2007)

“The transition from an unsustainable fossil fuel-based economy back to a solar-based
(agriculture and forestry) economy will (require making best use) of the embodied energy that we
inherit from industrial culture. This embodied energy is contained within a vast array of things,
infrastructure, cultural processes and ideas, mostly inappropriately configured for the ‘solar’
economy. It is the task of our age to take this great wealth, reconfigure it, and apply it to the
development of sustainable systems.”

About the Writer and Editor of thisl|ssue

Currently, the writer and editor for The IPCR Journal/Newdletter is Stefan Pasti. Mr. Pasti has
been actively involved in peacebuilding and community revitalization work for over 20 years—as
a writer (project-related correspondence, short novel, short story); an editor (newsletters,
quotation collections); an advocate of ecologically sustainable communities; a practitioner of
voluntary simplicity; and, more recently, as founder and outreach coordinator for The Interfaith

Peacebuilding and Community Revitalization (IPCR) Initiative (www.ipcri.net). [Note: There are
many recently created documents and already outlined modifications which have not yet been incorporated

into the IPCR website] Mr. Pasti has been employed in many different settings—door-to-door
canvasser for citizen action groups; field worker on organic farms; activity director, companion,
and transportation provider for elders with specia needs; etc. The most important influence in
Mr. Pasti’ s life has been, and continues to be, the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba (age 80, with a
main residence in Puttaparthi, India). In 1997, Mr. Pasti completed a 301 page arrangement of
selected quotations from “Sathya Sai Speaks’ (Vol. 1-11, first U.S. editions) (discourses by Sri
Sathya Sai Baba from the years 1953-1982).
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Thel PCR Mission Statement

The Interfaith Peacebuilding and Community Revitaization (IPCR) Initiative is an effort to
facilitate the practical application of the Eight IPCR Concepts (“Community Good News
Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual Friendships,” “Questionnaires
That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning Initiatives for Peace”
“Spiritually ~ Responsible  Investing,” “Ecological  Sustainability,” and “IPCR
Journal/Newsletters)—at the local and regional level—as a way of contributing to the following
goas:

1) “... bringing to the fore what is often hidden: how many good people there are, how
many ways there are to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who
extend help as well as to those who receiveit.”

2) increasing our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual spiritual
formation—uwith al the beneficial consequences that follow for individuals,
communities, regions. etc.

3) building trust among people from different faith communities and cultura traditions

4) increasing our capacity to be responsible stewards of our time, energy, and money

5) increasing our capacity to access what is necessary for basic human needs and quality
of life through principles and practices of ecological sustainability and
permaculture, especially in light of the implications of ecological footprint
analysis, climate change, and the “ peaking” of oil production

6) increasing our awareness of the countless number of ‘things people can do in the
everyday circumstances of their lives' which will contribute to peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, in our own
communities and regions—and in other parts of the world

7) reducing the incidence of violence—and all the costs associated with war

8) increasing emergency assistance to people with basic human needs

9) reflecting an understanding of the value of silence

10) creating local community and regiona publications that provide aformat for sharing
the good news which would be identified, encouraged, supported, and sustained
by contributions to the first 9 goals

Oneof the Most Persistent Ironiesin Life

One of the most persistent ironies in life is that with so many opportunities to provide rea
assistance to fellow human beings—and with the potential for such assistance to result in
happiness “to those who extend help as well as to those who receive it”—there are still many,
many people in this world who cannot find a “way to earn a living” providing such assistance.
The IPCR Initiative can help to remedy such an unfortunate irony by helping to create “caring
communities’, which are defined here as follows:

“Caring communities’ are communities with residents who are aware of the depth
and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best to take actions
which will have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the IPCR
Mission Statement goals (above), and on other related fields of activity (see p. 32).
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TheIPCR Spring 2007
“Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire

Organizations and communities of people often use questionnaires and surveys to
identify problems and resources, and to build consensus for collective action. Here are
five ways questions like those included in this section can help build caring communities:

a) A local community or regional information services provider could publish the questions, receive and
organize the responses, and then publish a compilation of the responses

b) Residentsof alocal community could discuss the compilation of responsesin small group settings

c) If there was a“Community Journal” at a central location in the community, attributed (or anonymous)
responses to the questionnaire could be accumulated in the “journal”, providing a constructive framework
for public discourse

d) Annua guestionnaires can become part of atraditional community event which includes evaluating,
summarizing, and celebrating successful initiatives in the areas of peacebuilding, community revitalization,
and ecological sustainability—and contributions to a “community yearbook”

€) Theuse of questionnaires for the specific purpose of helping to build caring communities will surely
bring forth comments and suggestions on how to improve such questionnaires, and will thus assist in
building aresource base of “most helpful questions” for future use....

Special Note: The IPCR Initiative defines “caring communities’ as follows:

“Caring communities’ are communities with residents who are aware of the depth
and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best to take actions
which will have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the IPCR
Mission Statement goals (see p. 10), and on other related fields of activity (see p. 32).

How to Respond to This Questionnaire
and how to receive a compilation and summary of the results

The IPCR Initiative would greatly appreciate responses to any of the questions in this
questionnaire—especially Question #29... which states: “Please use this space for any
comments, questions, suggestions, recommendations, and/or anything else which has been
‘brought forward' by participating in this questionnaire.” Special Note: Anyone interested in
responding to this “ Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire can be assured that their
responses will remain anonymous by not including any specific references to themselves in the
responses they make. Please direct responses to Stefan Pasti, “Building Caring Communities’
Questionnaire, at stefanpasti @ipcri.net-- or, by post mail, to Stefan Pasti The IPCR Initiative
P.O. Box 223561 Chantilly, VA 20153 USA. As mentioned on the front page of this issue,
all the responses received will be compiled and organized, a summary and conclusions will be
formulated, and the resulting document will be made accessible in 5 months time from June 15,
2007. To request this document—“The IPCR Spring 2007 Building Caring Communities
Questionnaire:  Responses, Summary, and Conclusions’—please use the contact information

supplied above.

The IPCR Journal/Newsl etter
“... bringing to the fore what is often hidden....”




-12-

The IPCR Spring 2007
“Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire

Introduction

The IPCR Initiative realizes that a questionnaire of this nature will be most useful if administered
to as many residents as possible in a specific community, town, city, or region. The offering of
this “IPCR Spring 2007" Questionnaire is, therefore, mostly for the purpose of seeking, and
sharing, information—as part of the process of moving towards that goal. So—in the specific
case of this questionnaire, the only general information that respondents will be asked to provide
about themselvesis as follows.

General Information About the Respondent

Please, if you are willing, and in away that does not identify you, so that you can remain
anonymous—

a) state your age

b) describe where you live (rural area, town, suburb, city), the region you livein (Greater
Metropolitan Washington D.C.; southwestern part of Virginia; the mountains of North Caroling;
etc.), and include the country you live in

(Example: | live in a suburban section of a small town on the outer edge of development
associated with the Greater Washington D.C. Metropolitan area, in the United States)

¢) describe your occupation, your “way of earning aliving”, or what you do during the course
of any given month which requires the mgjority of your time

d) describe what you do during the course of any given month which you feel is the most
important or most fulfilling work you do
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